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When I returned from Ceylon, I made up my
mind that, if my life was spared, I would try to get
the whole of this literature edited and translated.
When I began to speak of the advisability of start-
ing a Pali Text Society with this object, I was told
that the project was doomed to failure. No one
cared enough for Pali to contribute the necessary
funds ; and even if they did, there were no compe-
tent scholars, not already otherwise engaged, to carry
out the work. Well! the King of Siam, one of the
most cultured and enlightened of sovereigns, sent
me enough money to bring out the first volume;
and private friends of my own showed their interest
in historical enquiry by subscribing enough to bring
out a second; and I soon had a small list of sup-
porters, mostly poor men and scholars, willing to
subscribe a guinea a year. This was enough for me
to venture on a beginning. It was no easy task
to find MSS. and competent scholars willing to
spend years of labour without fee or reward of any
kind. But both difficulties have been surmounted.
The work has now gone on for twelve years. We
have published thirty-four volumes, amounting in the
whole to 7200 pages. Out of the twenty-seven books
in the Buddhist Pitakas, thirteen are now published
in full, five others in part, one more is in the press,
and nearly all the remainder are in preparation.
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